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Q& A: What the uprising means for the U.S.

Egyptians have taken to the streets to protest the authoritarian regime of President Hosni Mubarak.
President Obama has urged Mubarak not to respond with violence and to take steps toward universal
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rights and political changes. USA TODAY reporter Joan Biskupic explains what's at stake for the U.S.

Q: Why is the turmoil in Egypt of such concern to the United States?

A: Egypt, the most populous country in the Arab world, has played a crucial role in working with U.S.
officials toward Middle East peace and been a strong partner in military and intelligence efforts. Egypt
was the first Arab country to join a peace treaty with Israel — the 1979 pact brokered by the Carter
administration — and since then, says American University professor Mustafa Aksakal, "Egypt has
been at the center of U.S. strategy to maintain stable relations between Israel and its neighbors."

Samer Shehata, a professor of Arab politics in Georgetown University's foreign service school, points
at Egypt's military forces — the 10th-largest army in the world — and that Egypt has been the site for
Operation Bright Star, the multinational exercises intended to boost the readiness of U.S., Egyptian
and coalition forces. Egypt also controls the Suez Canal, through which significant oil shipments are
carried from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean, passing to Europe and eventually the U.S.

Q: How great is the risk that revolt in Egypt will spread to Persian Gulf countries, particularly
those big oil producing countries with ties to the United States such as Saudi Arabia?

A: Analysts generally believe the turmoil would not spread to Saudi Arabia or other Persian Gulf
countries but warn that the situation is unpredictable. James Zogby, president of the Arab American
Institute, says, "The Gulf is a distinct region. There's the naive notion that what catches fire here,
spreads over to there, but each country in the Mideast has evolved with its own special character.
There will be some inflaming of passions, but this will not dramatically affect" other countries.

Shehata points to the different government structures and economic conditions in Egypt compared
with Gulf countries. Standards of living are much higher there than in Egypt, he says. About a fifth of
Egypt's people live below the poverty line.

Aksakal agrees, "Given the important economic factors in the Tunisian and Egyptian protests, it is
unlikely that we will witness similar challenges to rulers in Saudi Arabia or the Gulf states."

Shadi Hamid, director of research at Brookings Doha Center, says Gulf countries are not at similar risk
of revolt, but adds, "None of us predicted Tunisia (where the longtime leader was overthrown this
month). The lesson here is that what seemed impossible just a few weeks ago can become possible. It's
very difficult to predict revolutions."

Q: Could the U.S. lose a critical ally in the Middle East and, if so, what would that mean?

A: "The Mubarak regime is gone, but we're not going to lose Egypt (although) the situation is going to
be precarious," says the Doha Center's Hamid.

Analysts generally predict an evolving U.S. alliance without Mubarak and new distance between
Egypt and Israel. American University's Aksakal asserts, "The old relationship between Mubarak and
Washington is now history. As far as relations with Israel are concerned, a more democratic Egypt
would mean that the U.S. will have to take into account a much broader range of Egyptian views,
including those that insist on the rapid improvement of Palestinian lives in the West Bank and Gaza. "

"It depends on who comes next," says Georgetown's Shehata, noting that Egypt could end up being
less valuable as a diplomatic ally in the region.

The demonstrations appear to be driven by many factions across Egypt, not by radical religiously
based groups. "I don't believe that we're seeing a new danger from Islamist politics or radical Muslim
movements," Shehata says. "The initial day of protests was organized by three secular groups, and
what we've seen on the streets are people from all walks of life. We have not seen religious slogans.
This is the great majority of Egyptians saying, 'We don't like Mubarak.' "

Q: Are there risks to oil prices or disruption of shipments through the Suez Canal?

A: Many experts on the Middle East say it would not be in Egypt's interest to disrupt shipping through
the Suez Canal. However, the turmoil has already caused oil prices to rise, and it is not clear how the
uncertainty will play out in upcoming months.

E-mail | Print |

Newspaper Home Delivery - Subscribe Today

Home • News • Travel • Money • Sports • Life • Tech • Weather

About USATODAY.com: Site Map | FAQ | Contact Us | Jobs with Us | Terms of Service
Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Right | Advertise | Press Room | Developer | Media Lounge | Reprints and Permissions

http://www.myusatoday.com/contentlink
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/default.htm
http://travel.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/money/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/life/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/indexusa.htm?POE=FOOTER
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/faq.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/feedback.htm?POE=FOOTER
http://www.careerbuilder.com/csh/search.aspx?csh=cshUSAToday
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/tos.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/privacy-policy.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/media_kit/index.html
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/media_kit/pressroom/press_releases_home.html
http://developer.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/media_lounge/index.html
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/questions.htm?POE=FOOTER#contentLicensingTop



